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June 20, 2000

Mr. Jere W. Glover

Chief Counsel for Advecacy

U.8, Small Business Admimsuation
Office of Advacacy

409 Third St., 3.W.

Washington, DC 20416

Dicur Mr. Glover:

Op behalf of the Syntherc Organic Chemical Manufacturers. Association
(SOCMA), [ am writing vo exprass our appreciation for the impartant role that you and
the U.S. Small Business Adminisoation’s (SBA) Office of Advocacy play in today’s
federal regulatory system. As you are aware, SOCMA is a trade association
representing batch and custom chemical manufacurers, a highly inmovarive,
entrepranewrial and customer-driven sector of the shemical industry. More than 2,000
batsh processing facilities produce 50,000 of the specialty and custom chemicals
manufsetured in the U.S, ar a value abeus $60 billion annually. SOCMA members are
representative of these fucilides, which are rypically small businesses with fewer than 73
employees and less than $100 mullion in annual sales.

Like most of the compames we reprasent, SOCMA sraff resources are limited.
The information and cppormimites provided by your office are valuable assets 1
SOCMA. One of the most important acrivities conducted by the Office of Advocacy is
the monthly environmental roundrable meeting. These meetings pravide SOCMA and
others with 1 sTategic opporTnity to keep apprised of the latest issues, wends, proposals
and reinvention programs underway at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and other federal agencies. Not only are perfinent issues addressed in full detail, the
roundrable provides an oppormumry to discuss points of agreement and concern With
agancy representatives responsible for development and implementation of the issues at
hand. In addidon o program specific dizlogue, the roundrable meetings also provide a
direct point of contact with numerous other goveTRIMEDT Iepresentatives. For example,
EPA's Small Business Ombudsman, and congressional House and Senare Small Business
Comminee staff are often in anendance. The opportuniry 1o speak with such 2 variety of
people in one forum saves valuable SOCMA time and resources.

Also of great imporance 10 SOCMA and the small business corranunity is the
role of the Office of Advocacy in the regulatory process. It brings us great camiorn w
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* kyow that the views and positions of small business are represented at rimes when public
participation is preciuded. For example, the work of the Office of Advocacy before EPA
proposed its amendments to the Inventery Update Rule (IUR) under the Toxic Substances
Conmol Act (TSCA) influenced the EPA 10 amend portions of the proposal beneficial 1o
SQCMA members befare it was published.

Mast recently, the Qffice of Advocacy provided support and leadership in an EPA,
enforcement initiatve concerning reportng errors under the Toxics Release Invenrory.
Since the “violations™ at issue are technical reporting ervors that posé no environmental
threar, 2 coalion of small business wade associadons successfully negotiated
compromised terms that saved some companies up 1o $15,000 while correctng the
paperwork efrors. Such a balanced agreement is dug in large part 10 the involvement of
the SBA.

The Office of Advocacy is also instrumental in keeping SOCMA and others in the
small business comumunity involved with rhe latest developments regarding the
implementation of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcemen: Fairness Ast (SBREFA).

SOCMA appreciates the lasting commintment of the Qffice of Advocacy w
represent and praserve the competitiveness of U.S. small business, [fwe canbe of
service to you, please do net hesitare to cull me at (202) 721-4197.

Sinceraly,

Tdmund éording\

President



